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Optimized dryer fabric cleaning at Progroup Paper PM2 in Eisenhüttenstadt
S. Gröbe · Progroup Paper PM2 GmbH · Eisenhüttenstadt / Germany
M. Lehrner · Voith Paper · St.Pölten / Austria

Voith successfully installed two new dryer fabric cleaners at Progroup Paper PM2 in Eisenhüttenstadt in 
September 2018. The machine produces corrugated medium and testliner with a basis weight of 70-130 g/m2 
and a speed of max. 1800 m/min. 

We exceeded the project targets of higher productivity, savings, quality and safety by cleaning the dryer 
fabrics with a new level of cleaning technology.

The paper industry faces a reduction in the quality of recycled fiber.  At the same time dryer fabric cleaning 
systems have reached the limit of their performance.  These traditional cleaning systems only clean against 
the running direction of the fabric, leaving contamination on the surface and within the fabric structure.  It is 
not possible to further increase the cleaning pressure of the water jets as this may cause damage to the dryer 
fabrics or wet streaks in the paper.

This new cleaning system results in a cleaner surface and higher fabric permeability retention, whilst using 
a lower cleaning pressure than other systems. This ensures that the fabric remains in good condition 
throughout the life of the fabric. 

Both vacuum and fabric return roll conditions are maintained due to the off-roll cleaning and water extraction 
equipment ensuring minimum residual cleaning water in the fabric.

The improvement in clean running was seen immediately after the installation of the cleaning systems on 
the critical 1st and 2nd dryer groups of PM2 Eisenhüttenstadt. Cleaning technologists, service and fabric 
application worked together with the mill’s project team to achieve an on-time, effective and reliable fabric 
cleaning solution.

The ease of access to all working parts and spare parts package ensure the highest availability of the cleaner 
on these demanding dryer groups.

This success story proves the advantages of the new cleaning technology and its interaction with the fabric 
design, creating value for papermakers by improving the drying and runnability of the sheet.  

The same results are being achieved on other paper grades and machine speeds, providing a step change in 
dryer fabric cleaning..


